


What does ‘marine plankton’ mean? 
 
‘Marine’ means having to do with the ocean and ‘plankton’ are 
living things, mostly small, that float in water. So ‘marine 
plankton’ are living things that drift in the waters of the ocean. 
Most plankton are very tiny and very weak swimmers. They 
reach new feeding grounds by taking advantage of the tides 
and currents. There are plant plankton (phytoplankton) and 
animal plankton (zooplankton).  
 
Many ocean animals we find at low tide on the beach start out 
life as larvae, or babies. They float around as plankton until 
they reach a certain age and then settle on the bottom of the 
ocean to grow up. Other zooplankton never get larger than the 
period at the end of this sentence and spend their whole life 
drifting around the ocean.  
 
Plant planton like to float near the top of the ocean so they get 
plenty of sunshine. They need all the things plants in your yard 
need: sun, air, water and food. They have plenty of water and 
nutrients in the ocean and can even get air from the sea water.  
  
The coolest thing about plankton is that almost all other living 
things in the ocean need them. Plankton are VERY important. If 
they weren’t around, none of the bigger animals in the ocean 
could live. Small ocean animals that eat plankton are food for 
bigger animals, and these are food for even bigger animals… all 
the way up to the largest whales. So any fish or ocean animal 
you eat depends on plankton to live – you can thank Dino and 
his buddies next time you eat salmon or halibut! 
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities 
free from discrimination based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, 
marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. The department administers all 
programs and activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the 
Education Amendments of 1972.

If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or 
facility, or if you desire further information please write to ADF&G, P.O. Box 25526, 
Juneau, AK 99802-5526; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 
300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203; or O.E.O., U.S. Department of the Interior, 
Washington DC 20240.

For information on alternative formats for this and other department publications, 
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Kachemak Bay Research Reserve is a unit of the National Estuarine Research Reserve System
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